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Read the following article, then complete the questions and activities below.

Ml Globe: One-fifth of humanity survive
on less than $1 a day

September 08, 2005
Alexandra Zavis

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP)

Unless drastic measures are implemented, the world
will not meet its targets for reducing poverty and
millions of people will die needlessly during the next
decade, according to a major U.N. report released
Wednesday.

Despite progress globally, many countries are falling
behind, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, where the
HIV/AIDS pandemic is dramatically reducing life
expectancy and creating financial and social burdens
that slow development.

The stark findings contained in the 2005 Human
Development Report were presented to world leaders
a week before they meet in New York for a U.N.
summit to review progress toward the Millennium
Development Goals. The goals include halving
extreme poverty, reducing child deaths by two-thirds
and achieving universal primary education by 2015.

The goals "are a promissory note, written by 189
governments to the world's poor people," said Kevin
Watkins, the development report's chief author. "That
note falls due in less than 10 years time, and without
the required investment and political will, it will come
back stamped 'insufficient funds.' "

Since the U.N. Development Fund's first report in
1990, more than 130 million people have been lifted
out of poverty, Wednesday's report said. Life
expectancy has increased by two years in developing
countries, there are 2 million fewer child deaths
annually and 30 million more children in school.

Yet 18 countries -- 12 of them in Africa and the rest in
Europe -- registered lower scores on the UNDP's
human development index than in 1990.

The index ranks 177 countries based on key indicators
such as income, life expectancy and education from
2003. Norway tops the list, while Niger is last.

Despite increasing global prosperity, more than 1
billion people still survive on less than $1 a day; 10.7
million children die before their fifth birthday; and 115
million children are not in school, the report said.

U.N.: World failing to meet targets for reducing poverty

HIV/AIDS has inflicted the single greatest reversal in
human development, claiming

3 million lives in 2003 with another 5 million left
infected. South Africa, which has more people living
with HIV than any other country, has dropped 35
places on the development index since 1990.

Life expectancy in Botswana has dropped 20 years
since the 1970s to just 36. A person living in Zambia
has less chance of reaching 30 than one born in
England at the dawn of the industrial revolution in
1840.

In many instances, the gap between rich and poor also
is widening, the report said. One-fifth of humanity live
in countries where people can spend $2 on a
cappuccino. Another fifth survive on less than $1 a
day.

In many of the countries that are making progress,
only the wealthiest are benefiting. The gap between
child mortality rates among rich and poor is increasing
in countries like Ghana, Zambia and Uganda.

In India, the death rate in children younger than 5 is 50
percent higher for girls than boys.

Such disparities present one of the greatest barriers to
progress, Watkins argued. At the current rate, 115
countries with a combined population of almost 2.1
billion are off track by more than a generation on at
least one millennium goal.

Reducing the number of children who die before the
age of 5 is projected to take until 2045. That translates
into 41 million more child deaths during the next
decade than if the target were met.

Missing the target on reducing poverty would mean
380 million more people surviving on less an $1 a day.

Governments of developing countries can help turn
these trends around by tackling inequalities,
respecting human rights, encouraging investment and
rooting out corruption, the report said. But their
success will depend on the support of wealthy nations.

“As a global community, we have the means to
eradicate poverty,” the report said. “If ever there was
a moment for decisive political leadership to advance
the shared interests of humanity, the moment is now.”

Norway is NO. 1

An annual United Nations report ranks 177
countries in “quality of life” by combining life
expectancy, education level and income
purchasing power.

Top 20

1 Norway

2 Iceland

3 Australia

4 Luxembourg

5 Canada

6 Sweden

7 Switzerland

8 Ireland

9 Belgium

10 United States
11 Japan

12 Netherlands
13 Finland

14 Denmark

15 United Kingdom
16 France

17 Austria

18 ltaly

19 New Zealand
20 Germany

Bottom 20

158 Nigeria

159 Rwanda

160 Angola

161 Eritrea

162 Benin

163 Cote d’lvoire

164 Tanzania, U. Rep. of
165 Malawi

166 Zambia

167 Congo, Dem. Rep. of the
168 Mozambique

169 Burundi

170 Ethiopia

171 Central African Republic
172 Guinea-Bissau

173 Chad

174 Mali

175 Burkina Faso

176 Sierra Leone

177 Niger

1. On the map on the reverse side, Label and color the top and bottom 20 countries. ldentify
each country by both name and rank (number). Color the top 20 all one color. Color the
bottom 20 all a different color. Give the map a title, label the source of information and make

a key. (20 points)

2. Where are the bottom 20 countries located?

3. Describe the pattern of where the top 20 countries are located.

4. What role does location play in how developed countries are?

5. Besides location, list 2 other things that influence how developed countries are.

6. Why has life expectancy dropped in some countries?
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