
TRANSPORTATION AND TRADE Name                                         
(Article from another book)  Class Period         Assignment #

As you should know by now, natural resources are not evenly distributed throughout the world.  From the
earliest of times people have exchanged goods and ideas with others.  Trading allows people to obtain
products that are not available in their own regions, obtain products at a cheaper price, or obtains products
of higher quality.  Nations today are dependent on one another for resources.  Transportation networks
make trade possible.

Upon completion of this assignment you should be able to:

* describe the importance of trade to economic interdependence
* explain why most trade goods are shipped by water routes

A. Directions: Read the article on transportation and trade cut out from another text book (pp. 78-
79).  Then answer the following questions:

1. What does interdependent mean?

2. Why have the world's regions become increasingly interdependent?

3. Why are most trade goods shipped between nations transported by water routes?

4. Why is there such a large volume of trade between the Middle East and Europe?

B. Directions: Complete the following chart using different products that you own.  For each item,
list the product, where it is from and the resources needed to make the product.

ITEM PLACE WHERE IT IS FROM RESOURCES NEEDED TO MAKE IT
 ex. shirt Sri Lanka cotton, plastic

1.

2. 

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

C. Did all of the countries have all of the resources needed to make the items?  Explain.  
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